Study Hypothesis: Can the activity of the IκB kinase (IKKβ) complex in endometriotic cells 26 contribute to endometriotic lesion survival?
Introduction
via homogenization with the FastPrep 120 tissue homogenizer (30 seconds at 4.0 m/s) in conjugated goat anti-rabbit antibody (Dako, Glastrup, Denmark) for 90 minutes at room staining in the epithelial and stromal cells of the endometriotic lesions was determined by the 199 allocation of scores between 0-3; 0 (negative), 1 (weak), 2 (moderate) and 3 (strong), based 200 on the intensity of staining. The percentage of cells with positive immuno-reactivity was also 201 determined and allocated a score between 0-6 as described 0% = 0, 1-10% = 1, 11-30% = 2, 202 31-50% = 3, 51-70% = 4, 71-90% = 5; > 91% = 6 in each cell type of the endometriotic 203 lesions. For the final immuno-reactive score the staining intensity and percentage of positive 204 cells was multiplied, as described previously (Samartzis et al., 2012) . 
